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Curious Story From the Land of
MakeBdieve Afrwt Powcede
Leon His Fountain of Youth

What Its Waters Did for a Man

not a your ta
but nowadays any boy can in lip and contradict you if

tell that seems improbable and be i will yfieu be
real impudent into the

there are lots of nice and girls who whether the
story is probable or not are pleased to hear it and who know
that in the Land of Makebelieve thefcnost astonishing thing
are always happening and to then I tell aU my stories you may
be sure

Old Mr Linton who had when young read perhaps every
fairy tale Aat was known in his also knew more

probably than any teacher in town for he was ahnrrs
reading never believed a single thing that was at all
out of the ordinary after he grew when ho came
across a strange tale about prisoners in Siberia or some remark-
able antedate about Benjamin or George Washington-
for instance he would sneer turn up his nose and ay

Hum How do they know that such improbable thing
ever happened at all Bosh and also Fudge I

He actually did not believe things that be in the daily
papers so had grown this habit of die

and disbelieving everything In fact he toad become
so incredulous that unless he sew a thing happen saw it with
his own eyes lie simply doubted the report

So when one he fell in his easy chair in the
lonely big house in which he dwelt everything
him he ooncloded was merely dreams had
History of the Spanish Main all the evening Wad naturally id
med that the book had affected his sleeping thoughts and
dined a mcetTemarkWe that was a you will we
he was not long holding this opinion

It seemed to Mr Linton that he was still awake when tkM
appeared beside him a man clad i shining aiwior all dfunae-
oened geld iu a pattern somewhat like oarpet flower

and leaves amid twining scrolls of gold that glittered ia
the lamplight with deeding brilliancy The visor or peak of his
great was pushed up and Mr Linton saw a fa that
was and stern and a pair of dark eyes that seemed to pierce
right into him His first thought was that the apparition must
be some friend of his who had stopped in on the way to
masquerade ball but the face was utterly unknown to hLa

he was not at all alarmed nor even surprised at
this sudden intrusion nor did he seem to wonder how the man
in armor had entered his room It seemed somehow to be quite
natural

While he stared at his strange visitor he heard the hall in
the City Hall tower strike twelve and then he suddenly glanced

knight It represented the landing of Ponce de Leon upon the
coast of Florida and showed the Spanish adventurer standing
upon the strand with his Sword raised toward a ffr at banner
He inatantlr turned his eyes upon his visitor and immediately
recognized him es Ponce de Leon himself for every feature
eyes beard armor and all was exactly similar to that of the
leader in the old print on the wall

Just why tht Spaniard should call upon him lie was at first
at a loss to guess he seemodto think with great at
that moment and almost instantly came to the conclusion that
it was because he had taken Spanish lessons when A boy But
the Spaniard spoke in English a moment after and asked

Roderigo Lintro where are your children
I have no children thank Heaven Mr Linton answered

and my name is not Roderigo Lintro but Roderick Linton1
Though you know it not you are my swordbearer Rode

rigo said the visitor grimly frowning You have hem per
mttted again sad again to inhabit the bodies of men while I tor

the and under the palms bat Batheleas you are still
mine

I think you have made some mistake replied Mr Linton
calmly fer he had already ceaehrtedi you see that he ww

picture yonder who you are what do you wish Can I sassy
you in any way

How children love your asked the frowning vision
Oh bosh replied Mr Linton What to do with

children I Thank goodness I am neither a school
nor in the toy business am in the fire insurance business

How many children dp you love then asked the knight
still persistent

I hate All the snarled the old mae If I had wjr
was theyd all be smothered as soon ae they born Hasty
nosy fidgety intvieitive sticky hangry brats I have aa me
for any of

Would you not be aboy again if you shed Bailee
de Leon

Well hum I cant answer that offhand lEr Link
ton Depends e whet sort of boy ana perhaps whose boy II 1-

cotdd Ve Ae son of a millionaire weft perhaps I night
wait1

Coass with me aaM the knight turning to the floor whidt-
is his surprise Mr Linton sew wee wide

rose slid followed his visitor slower sot nike certain
whether he wee really walking or ioathig along hilt before he
could determine he found himself in an entirely different

and amid other and utterly strange surroundings Great
palms waved over his bead ferns and cacti grew in the glaring
white sand beneath his feet while birds of gorgeous hues stalked
along the edge of the wide dark etrnun sowing slowly by

He knew at once that he was in the tropics although his
knowledge of strange lands was confined merely to books
pictures cs he had never traveled v-

He had little time to and Ponce de Leon strode
away beneath the overhanging palms and he had to follow for
something seemed to draw him along In a few minutes they
stopped again this time beside a still pool whose velvety sur-
face reflected the green and the deep blue sky above and
seemed like a great polished gem of emerald and apphire It
rested in a basin of purest whitest rock and when he
into its depths be see every tiny grain of the tone at the
very bottom so clear and limpid was the sparkling water AH
about the grass grew green and and not a footprint nor a
bended blade was visible that the lovely pool was never
visited by man or beast apparently

Know you asked the Spanish knight as he point
to the water

Never saw it before I sm plied the men It is
very pretty

Then Mr Linton remembered suddenly what Ponce d
Leons quest had been and recalled how that illfated and credu
lows man had lost his life seeking in the Florida swamps for the
fabled Fountain of Youth He asked in an awed tote of voice

Is this oan this really be the Fountain of Youth
that chariaed pool roplitxl the knight Ii its vjters

lit Youth Youth perpetual and fresh He who bathes in it
emerges with yew life and powers and them forever

ho goes Mr Linton immediately I wont
lose this ci t-

He sprui into the fountain clothes and all before Ponce
ale Leon could top him live Hear to its pearly l ttou ii an
instant and therj his bar d coming in contact with dmetbjtu
ho seized it At once When hetine to the e fce
Spanish knight gazing rxio iAly at him nu also saw that

It

A

and-
y

ou D7taDl
ut Do

his-
tory

I

e

happened to

r dream nt
lip

i

L
at a which his wall heh ud the armored

c

dreaming I newer met you from that
r

f

U
brood

I

tt r

eo-
n

f

1W
f

J

All i

4

0

tall

thisf
a

l
II

Tie
J

I

foaJ the

o o c

c

about
s

9
u

m

i

an

rett l

been sea

ta-

I
t l

r

s

sp

a

hung on just

a

f

l

neat

before Iknow

err

were
s

soul f

t

open-

s

atmos-
phere

cos

d

mire

C Brie

M

surf

Y

¬

¬

¬

HE RECOGNIZED THE VISITOR AS PONCE DE LEON

ha held ia his own ha 4 a curious bottle or vase He olambarad
and said
have toted your did fountain Mr Ponco de Leon

and now we will see what it can do i

As he spoke lie saw the knights face alter
when hie Whole figure seamed to pale and fceabme misty He sfwrta1
hard at the vanishing form and it slowly faded away into tji
forest there with the bottle in

Then the forest also vanished the sunshine sham l
to the glare of his lamp and he found himself ialiis old a
chair at home

Suddenly he started in amazement for there his ia
curious bottle filled tfce top with a CrxKngfl

that gleamed like the purest crystal in the lamplight He reached
oat his hand in doubt and took up
V This is marvelous he exclaimed How did this get here
Somebody has been here while I slept r

But he soon found that his door was locked securely Theta
was the strange bottle however and the thought came to him
ef testing its powers and without thinking of the possible don
er of such a host he undressed and then himself from

head 1 fddt with the sparkling fluid
He ran to the mirror and looked in He idangod tl ai

of twentyfive His once white hair was a rich brown and
e smiled a row of teeth showed glenwing in th

Bless my soul he cried jumping back ton feet
the water of after all BAd I did not dream I am young

ragadn He pitched his full round mueelet and
strong be was then looked in the glass and grinned Ha hat
he Shouted It is only a little past midnight to bed
o early I will reaitttte abroad in search of adventures instead-

of wasting my fond in sleep
fed fowji to the cl V ne said with a grin and see

what fogies who are perhaps still sitting will say
when they see

the doo of the club he was met by the old
who for twenty years had stood guard there but when lie

said Good evening Isaac the man stared t him and
said

Excuse me sah but who do you wish to see
Ha ha laughed Mr Linton Dont you know me Isaac-

I am Mr Linton
Dont know only one Mr Linton an hes morn twice as

old as you be replied Isaac somewhat sourly for he was not
used to jokes from the club members I reckon you has made a
take and got into the wrong club sah

Why is it possible that I am so altered asked Mr Linton
Cant yo i see anything that reminds you of me

Isaac and then said I reckon youse Mistah
XHntons son cause I done remember that he usetcr look

like you twenty years ago but I know that you aint him
Let me in and we will see what my old friends will say

Mr Linton
Xo rah I cant let no one in efept the club members said

old Isaac firmly and I know you aint Mistah Linton nor liis
he aint got no son So you cant come in

Mr Linton insisted upon entering and was so loud in his
demands that several members who were all old friends too
came to the door but they also firmly refused to admit the
hearty hale man who claimed to be old Mr Linton when IM
insisted that he was that person je of them telephoned for the
policeWhile

they were arguing two officers came and took Mr
Lintou away to the station house in spite of his indignant

They put him in a once as the sergeant who knew
old Mr Linton refused to listen to his story for an instant

He sat down in the narrow cold cell and reflected fOr a
minute and then coaefaded to take things calmly for after all
he now saw that it was impossible to make people credit hi
wondrous tale Then he went to sleep

In the morning his cell door was opened by a policeman
who started back in surprise saying

What is this I arrested a put here above
two oclock this morning and heres a big boy Who are you
and how did get hero fYou have a poor memory replied Mr Linton You thrust
me in hero last night yourself

Dont try to fool me answered the officer I put a man
about twenty e years old in herer boy Where is he and Jbow
did he get outf

Im the man you locked up replied Mr Linton I am
sorry to say it but I think you must have been drinking officer

The angry policemen boxed his ears

said lets see we th sergeant and the judge win say He
hauled M Anton into the court room next to the police station
and the judge asked him

is the charge against this lad
I dunno yer Honor I found him in the cell where I left

man that chained to he old Mr Linton and who was very
likely crazy I cant find the man however

M knew the judge very well in fact had helped W
make hufra judge and he interrupted the officer

TT rd man dtifabfhg I am sure you
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The judge stared and sid

are a very impudent boy to oall me by my nwfc nape
I never awryDU before Who are you and where are

youth restored by the application of a marvelous HaW
tell you all out it in your private office Howard

Take him to the asylum said the judge quietly
He ought to be examined for I am sure he is insane

Mr happened just then to glance into a large mir-
ror and was to see reflected there the of a bsv
of perhaps seventeen He was speechless and befbm be could
gather his wits together he was conducted to a carriage and
Started for the asylum

On the way thither he looked about him and recognized the
road and the wayside fields as the of
although much changed but still he remembered t lane

a secret nook among the rocks and woods thereabouts
and without he sprang from and low
acre field like a fox chased by the hounds

the officer a fat man and clumsy the nimhie
boy soon left him behind that he returned to the carriage
and drove beck to town leaving Linton concealed among tome
shrubbery gleefully chuckling

is finer yet he said to hunaeH a boy again
Tow I will start all over and see what I can accomplish but
must not make the mistake of trying to be old Linton That w
ielly and I to have thought of it at once

He walked back to the city and for a while amused him
self watching some other boys playing ball for it wrxs Sa
morning and then the temptation proving too strong he ste
up to the group and smiling suavely said

1 should like well to join you in your diversion
fay lads if you will permit me

Hully Gee one df the boys Whr Jfirtd o1
is My lads Whats de matter wit ousel WM

fader is you anyway
i Cart you curve a ball dats what we want to know If you

cull it see
Linton scarcely knew what a curve was but he stammered

T can at least make the endeavor my lads
all looked at him in a sort of trance of astonishment

for the patronizing tone of voice did not fit leis jo a-
pearance One boy placed the ball in his hand and moHene4
him to throw it to a lad at a distance

Now vjt see what kind of a twist you have got said the
boy who was smoking a cigarette very rapidly Let her go fLinton threw the ball with all his might but as in his
curves had not been invented he knew not hew to the4
proper motion to the sphere and his attempt to twist it sent it
with great force plumb against the neck of a big boy far to they

left who instantly rushed at him with rage eyes
While Linton was not a good pitcher he could run

and this he proved t once for seeing that he Lad really
hurt the boy he tool to heels with the whole gang after him
Down one street and up another he led them And a kten memory
of all the ancient games came to him as he fled

Although the city had changed marvefously his bov
hood many of the old streets and courts were unaltered mud
many a stood hidingplace many a dark alley and back yard
suddenly into his so over brick walls Bud through
halfopen gates he darted with the pack in full cry ad
at himself opposite his own office in the Linton Build-
ing Into the great marble doorway he dashed nearly overturn
ing the janitor and quickly unlocking his he lipped into
his private office The hall was almost instantly filled with ex-

cited boys who were promptly driven out by the janitor Magin
nis who then oiiterod Mr office and asked him what
he was doing there

Linton this time had his wits about and replied

I was sent here by Mr Linton to get something out of his
safe and those boys were chasing me

He began to open the safe and Maginnia eyed him with awe
as he twirled the knob around with all the dexterity of forty
years of practice and when the door opened he said

Well I guess youre all right me lad and Ill kape them
little divils away from ye when ye go out

3 must wait here for Mr Linton replied the lad and
Maginms retired Linton sat there thinking for a long
wondering what to do next for with his return of his
ideas were sadly jumbled Although he remembered many of
the details cf his great business all inclination to attend to it
lied gone and all he wished for was

soon took a large amount of money from the safe and
started out to boyhoods keenest First he pur
chased enough crullers creamcakes and cinnamon suns to sup
ply a whole school and then visited every dime in
town A huge tin horn attracted his attention in a window and
be bough zt as well as a bat and ball then meeting another

they repaired to a neighboring to Bttt
almost immediate ascertaining that Linton had a sum cf
money beyond oil imagining he was persuaded to

former

Y01
1JIIIt

enteri nm your old friend Roderick Linton and I liad tI will

andmany
erii

p asolar

Lam

1 shouted J
die

r
1

they
hi

daY

like-
dCr

hi

l time
Lo

MI t

museum

1

buy-

1

leeks

fur
have

la itch
r

hat

a

since

the

cod

faun

enjoy

i

i

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

< >

<

A Partial Solution of the Mystery
r

of the Disappearance of An Qid
Man Who Disliked Children Md-

j

Who Became a Child V

a football and that led to the purchase of complcis tfieior
every boy in the crowd as well as an immense amount of aw
abler

It was while getting all these things that Lintcn aodJeo
confronted mirror and discovered that he savwuk
into a much smaller boy than before awl with some alanst lui
observed that he was far smaller than the others furs alac e l
him because he knew with the small boys instinct that h
would soon be expelled from their society as boys of a size fcr
together Almost at once this became apparent for of
boys said

Say whats dia little kid doin with all that meaeyt ttpj
howl Taint right

Tkats so added another Hes getter
So in spite of Lintons protests when they herd lUlsaiaii to

the vacant lot wherein they played they took aaa VawdRe
of money and while their eyes bulged at sight of sfl that mi
dreamedof wealth they divided it between them Tearing hoi a

dollars for Linton now the smallest among B fie
burst into angry weeping and at the sight of his tears they drove
him away just as be had feared

Bat he soon forgot his troubles for there e many
things to see which seemed new to him that he had no tine for
reflection The thing that surprised him wee the
immensity of everything and the great distances plan

With awe and amazement he recognized MS own
friends old grayhaired men and women as they feebly walked
along the streets and more than once almost ran to one to
ask for his to cross the wide roadway filled with horses
automobiles carts He would wander into candy shops and
holding a few pennies in his chubby fingers stand many long
minutes in grave doubt and anxious debate aa to just what candy
he would buy then with glee rush out sad hang oa behind u
cart for blocks until hours passed and again trailed
him At last dirty and tired happy he rca M homu
wherein he KvcJ and sat himself down on the doorstep

was in his trouserspocket and he send theJt t r-

Out rushed Casey his servant of twenty fjfith
ful service and she drove dog away the into
the house where he soon cased his blubbering sad asked her
if the plumber had fixed the leak in the sink straws as it

seem every little while he remembered everything that he
had done or saw the day before

She looked at him in a puzzled meaner the asked
an what do you know aeovt thot siakf

Recalled to himself little Linton replied-
I heard myself I mean I told the plumber no Ifhee J

Mr Linton to mend it yesterda-
yIts bewitched the choild ia Pm cried K a ifcuw

little boy are yerf
I am Mr Lintons little boy replied Roderick I am go

tag to live here with you after this
rey on us cried Nora fWhats the child saying

Mr Lkttton has neither wife nor chtWerP She watched
him af Io went about the rooms of his house in a way that was
childlike and yet like a man and soon she to he worried
about this uncanny urchin finally she decided to wash his toe
and hands and wait for her maters return last after she had
done these things Roderick produced some money and ached he
to go and buy him a hobbyhorse a toy locomotive an
that would run all over the floor by and a maaof ar with
a real steam boiler

Sure i s a queer kid ye she said as she put on har
hood But if them this will plase ye an ye have the momev
Ill it them

Off she went and he was kft alone He promptly climbed
upon a chair and looked into his onfar to find sa
he mad feared that he beta become still smaller and was new a
child in red kilts Long flaxen curls surrounded a clmfahji face
that he no longer at all big blue eyes fall of awe
looked back at him from the deeps of the mirror as frets a past
so remote that no memory of it existed

Now and then in the gathering dusk he stopped to sue with
growing awe at the height immense and of the
chamber walls the immensity of the picture of Ponce de Leon
landing the great easy chair the tremendous giants slipper
that he farmeYfcr are the shadows he thought he saw
things that moved furtively toward him for it was now quite
dark and he managed with great difficulty to light the un
the table so that the terrifying were dispelled

Think Nora returned with the toys a whole hot she
deelared that he ought to go to bed instead of playing with theta
bite had made inquiries all about the neighborhood b t nobody
had lost and she had resolved to hand him over to the

in the morning
Faith said she as she looked at him it seems belike yer

aineeI left She began to mnjiiraie him
made yes hair so curly all of a ding

therms some witeheraft about it alit

She dropped him in the bed and ran of the room crying
Its some kind of a dwarf or changeling we have here Tis

no natural baby Hes grown younger since he cantgt PD sot
stay here a minute but Ill run Brady

Roderick heard the door slant and he wondered what Father
Brady whom he knew very well would say abemi this turret

as he pondered upon where it all would end be-

thought of Tom Tnumb the awful experiences of that riiid
get how the cow ate him and how he fell into a pie and aa one
after another of Toms adventures came to his mind he trembled
for his own future if he was to become smaller constantly

He sucked his thumb even as and that showed
him that he was already a baby as weB as the sight of his pink
toes and fatcreased ankles He felt terribly hungry and won-
dered why Ron had brought him a bottle tilled with nice
milk instead of those big nasty hard toys that lay all about

the bed
She had forgotten to cover him up and with great difficulty-

he crawled beneath the bed clothes where after a tima he became
impatient at being left alone and tried to shout for her or

in fact to come to him but now he startled
to find that instead of a shout he uttered a feeble waiL

He twisted std turned weakly in the bed yelling constantly-
as he squirmed but his wail grew feebler and weaker every min
ute at last entirely exhausted by his efforts be fell asleep

Nora did not find Father Brady at home for he was at a
christening and after she had waited for an hour she went to

him and so it was nearly ten oclock when she returned
hint to the house and then when she came to the

she was astonished uo child upon it He hai vanished
and Father Brady glanced very queerly at her and said thit

was wrong with
looked everywhere but never again did she see that

infant nor was Mr Linton ever seen again IIe disappeared
from off the earth completely and nobody has ever been told
how it happened until this story was titten He had simpi
become smaller and smaller until finally nothing at 11 was le
of himNora waited in the lonely house until she became an o1

old woman and thou she died withont ever learning what
caused her crusty old masters departure and many man TV

long ago pondered upon his strange disappearance v ii recall 11

reading this tale how great a mystery it all
But after all the mystery it seen to ir really a sx

ae ever It is simple enough of course but iiuw did tht tv
get upon his tble Thats the great puzzle-
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